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INTRODUCTION
In the 18-50 years dataset, the variation in the num-142 ber of pigmented neurons in the nigra was still high. This likely contributes to a natural high variation in healthy human subjects. Individuals born with higher number of DA neurons are more robust to Parkinson's disease (PD) triggers (red arrows) since they can afford a higher cell loss before onset of motor symptoms (grey lines), while individuals born with a smaller starting population of DA neurons can afford a much lower cell loss from the exposure to PD triggers before the onset of motor symptoms (orange lines). The combination of PD triggers and the natural age-related decline of DA neurons may therefore put some individuals at a greater lifetime risk of acquiring PD motor symptom. The DA neuron pool from birth may therefore be an important parameter when considering PD risk. 
